Faith Under Fire, Part 2 – How Abraham Handled the Big Tests
9 Tests that define Abraham’s life (in chronological order)
The Call to “Go”
Genesis 12:1 (ESV)
1
… the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you …”

Famine in the land
Genesis 12:10 (ESV)
10
Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land.

A beautiful wife
Genesis 12:11-13 (ESV)
11
When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and
when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are my
sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.”

Quarrel with Lot’s herdsmen
Genesis 13:9-12 (ESV)
9
Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you take
the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered
everywhere like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each
other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as
Sodom.

Sarah’s Hagar Suggestion
Genesis 16:1-2 (ESV)
1
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai
said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall
obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.
Genesis 16:2b (NIV)
2
… Abram agreed to what Sarai said.
Significance:
A test of faith ..
A test of leadership …
A note on polygamy …
Result(s):

See: Genesis 16:12
Grade:

Aftermath of the Hagar Decision
Genesis 16:4-6 (ESV)
4
And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her
mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she
saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to
Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.
Significance:
Result(s):
Grade:

The Sign of the Covenant
Genesis 17:1-14 (ESV)
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me,
and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”
3
Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude
of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a
multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And
I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”
9
And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their
generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among
you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between
me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born
in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your house
and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting
covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant.”
Significance:
Abraham’s age …
Romans 4:19 (ESV)
19
He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
13 years …
God’s first revelation of Himself as …
God’s demand …
God’s grace …
The beginning of the fulfillment of the promises …

The covenant sign of circumcision:
1) A symbol of the miraculous …
2) A symbol of grace …
3) A symbol of responsibility …
4) A symbol of sanctification …
Result(s):
Grade:

A Beautiful Wife - Redux
Genesis 20:1-13 (ESV)
1
From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in
Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God
came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have
taken, for she is a man’s wife.”
4
Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill an innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She
is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done
this.”
6
Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept
you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, so that
he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.”
8
So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things. And the men were very much
afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you, that
you have brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be done.” 10 And Abimelech
said to Abraham, “What did you see, that you did this thing?”
11
Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’
12
Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife.
13
And when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do me: at every
place to which we come, say of me, “He is my brother.”’”
Significance:
The power of our ‘flesh’ …
The pressure of circumstances …
A reminder of grace …
A picture of sovereignty …
Result(s):
Grade:

Next Week: The Defining Test and the Foreshadowed Lamb

