The Call of Abram
Genesis 12

Background … Who was Abram? (Genesis 11:27-32)
Son of Terah
Married to Sarai

His journey:

The Call:
Genesis 12:1 (ESV)
1
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.
Acts 7:2-3 (ESV)
2
… The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him,
‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’
The timing …
The theophany …
The implications …

The Accompanying Promise:
(The Lord’s commands are rarely accompanied with ______________, but are always accompanied with
______________, either expressed or understood. – A.W. Pink)
Genesis 12:2-3 (ESV)
2
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

1. I will make of you a great nation …
Genesis 13:16 (ESV)
16
I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted.
Genesis 22:17 (ESV)
17
I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And
your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,

2. I will bless you …
Genesis 13:2 (ESV)
2
Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.
Genesis 14:14-15 (ESV)
14
When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and
went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and pursued
them to Hobah, north of Damascus.
Isaiah 41:8-11 (ESV)
8
But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 9 you whom I took from the ends of
the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 10 fear
not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand. 11 Behold, all who are incensed against you shall be put to shame and confounded; those who strive against you shall be
as nothing and shall perish.

3. I will make your name great …
Hebrews 11:8-10 (ESV)
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and
builder is God.

4. You will be a blessing …
The lineage:
Matthew 1:1-2, 16 (ESV)
1
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers … 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom
Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

The legacy:
Galatians 3:5-9 (ESV)
5
Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith—
6
just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”? 7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons
of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man
of faith.

The Response of Abram:
Genesis 12:4-6 (ESV)
4
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from
Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan,
6
Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.
Was Abram obedient?
Hebrews 11:8-10 (ESV)
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder
is God.
Isaiah 51:2 (ESV)
2
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him …
Genesis 11:31 (ESV)
31
Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they
went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there.
Acts 7:4 (ESV)
4
Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this
land in which you are now living.
Terah =
Haran =

7 challenges to Abram’s obedience:
1) His ______
2) His ________
3) His ________________
4) His __________________
5) The __________________
6) The _________________
7) His ______________________

God’s subsequent appearance to Abram:
There is no record of Abram receiving any further revelation from God until His call had been fully obeyed …
Genesis 12:7-9 (ESV)
7
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD,
who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.
Bethel =
Ai =

NOTES:

Next Week: Faith Under Fire

