Elijah: Prophet of Fire
Part 2: Brooks, Birds and the (Often Unseen) Purposes of God
James 5:17 (ESV)
17
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months
it did not rain on the earth.

Elijah was a man just like us. (NIV)
1 Kings 17:1-4 (ESV)
1
Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand,
there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 2 And the word of the LORD came to him: 3 “Depart
from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the
brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.”

What we learn from God’s instructions to Elijah:

1)

God leads His servants ____________________________________
Why?
Personal Application:
Am I willing to follow God when I cannot see where it will lead?

2)

God sent Elijah to the Cherith Ravine for two reasons. What are they?

Nothing is a clearer sign of God’s displeasure with and imminent judgment of people than the
________________________________________________________!
Personal Application:
When evil is prevalent, sometimes God simply calls His followers to separate themselves from it.
Are you willing to distance yourself from evil?

3)

God was going to use ____________________________ for Elijah’s ______________________________.
Remember: There must be a ________________ before there can be a ______________!
Personal Application:
What is God preparing me for?
Am I willing to accept His training so that I may be useful to Him in the future?

4)

God sent Elijah to a _______________, not a ______________.
Why?
Personal Application:
Am I in the place God has assigned me?

5)

God meets the needs of his people “_______________” and “_____________________”. Both are
miraculous.
Personal Application:
Do I trust God to meet my needs? (Do I believe He can? Do I expect he will?)

1 Kings 17:5-7 (ESV)
5
So he went and did according to the word of the LORD. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan.
6
And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the
brook. 7 And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

The test of a drying brook:
Elijah had learned …
•

He must be __________________ obedient to God’s commands if he expected to receive God’s provision
for His needs. (Many of God’s promises are conditional)

•

He can trust God even when he cannot _______ what God is doing. (This is called faith)

•

God allowed the brook to dry up to teach Elijah (and us) to trust _______ and not His ________.

1 Kings 17:8-24 (ESV)
8
Then the word of the LORD came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I
have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the
city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I
may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And
she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And
now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13
And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and
afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall
not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And she went
and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the
jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 17 After this the son of the woman, the
mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. 18 And she said to
Elijah, “What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the
death of my son!” 19 And he said to her, “Give me your son.” And he took him from her arms and carried him up into the
upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. 20 And he cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, have you
brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by killing her son?” 21 Then he stretched himself upon the
child three times and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s life come into him again.” 22 And the LORD
listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23 And Elijah took the child
and brought him down from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your
son lives.” 24 And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in
your mouth is truth.”

The beauty of God’s call of Elijah to Zarephath:
1. God sent Elijah to Zarephath for __________________ benefit.
2. God sent Elijah to Zarephath for ______________________ benefit.
3. God sent Elijah to Zarephath for __________________________ benefit.
4. God sent Elijah to Zarephath for __________________________ benefit.

