BUILDING A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW
Christians and the State
Mark 12:13-17 (ESV)
13
And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14 And they
came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you
are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?
Should we pay them, or should we not?” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the
test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16 And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness
and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled at him.

Depth of opposition:
Intent of the opponents:

How does Jesus teach us to think about _____________________________________?

1) Christians are _______________________________________.
A Biblical Theology of Government


God’s charge in Genesis 1:28 is to ______________________________________.
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)



God is _________________________ over all and the ___________________ is His servant.
1

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God
has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to
bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5
Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Romans 13:1-7)



_______________ government is put in place by God.
Jesus answered [Pilate], “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from
above.” (John 19:11)
There is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. (Romans 13:1b)



God uses even _________________ governments to do his will.
Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words, behold, I will send for all
the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I
will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding nations. I will devote
them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. (Jeremiah 25:8-9)
Truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you [God] anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand
and your plan had predestined to take place. (Acts 4:27-28)



We ought to _______________ for those who govern us.
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. (1 Timothy 2:1-2)



We should _______________ and ________________ to those who govern us.
Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to
governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. Live as people who are
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:13-17)



All human governments will eventually _________ and Jesus will reign over everyone forever.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6-7)
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and
in righteousness he judges and makes war. … From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath
of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.
(Revelation 19:11, 15-16)

2) No _______________________________________ can be identified with
____________________________________________.
Christians are __________________________.
Christians are __________________.
9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against
your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to
governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:9-17)
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3) Christians are ultimately ______________________________________________.
Our duty to earthly authority is _________________________.
Authority can be ___________________.
17

But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in
this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But
Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you
must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:17-20)
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And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them,
saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must
obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:27-29)
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Romans 13 v. Revelation 13

IMPLICATIONS and CONCLUSIONS:

